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The U.S. Department of Education's National Center 
for Education Statistics (NCES) annually publishes a statistical 
report on the status and progress of education in the United States. 
This pamphlet provides 14 charts that represent a small sample of the 
60 indicators contained in the "Condition of Education, 1995" report. 
The charts present information on the following topics: (1) 
participation in center-based early childhood programs before 
kindergarten; (2) immediate transition from high school to college; 
(3) trends in reading proficiency of 9-, 13-, and 17-year-olds by 
race/ethnicity; (4) high school mathematics and science course-taking 
patterns; (5) transition from high school to work by race/ethnicity; 
(6) activities of 1990 2-year college students; (7) international 
comparisons of educational attainment; (8) welfare recipiency by 
educational attainment; (9) elementary and secondary school 
enrollment; (10) student mobility: (11) crime in schools*. (12) 
national index of public effort to fund education; (13) ceacher 
salaries; and (14) teacher literacy. (LMI) 
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National Center for Education Statistics 

The purpose of the Center is to collect and report "statistics 
and information showing the condition and progress of 
education in the United States and other nations in order 
to promote and accelerate the improvement of American 
education."— Section 402(b) of the National Education 
Statistics Act of 1 994 (20 U.S.C. 9001 ). o 
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The following charts are a small sample of the 60 indicators contained in the Condition of 
Education, 1995. 

Since 1870, the federal government has been gathering data about students, teachers, schools, and 
education funding. The U.S. Department of Education's National Center for Education Statistics 
(NCES) annually publishes a statistical report on the status and progress of education in the United 
States. This Condition of Education includes data and analysis on a wide variety of issues. The 
indicators in the 1 995 edition are in six sections: 

• Access, participation, anc progress; 

• Achievement, attainment, and curriculum; 

• Economic and other outcomes of education; 

• Size, growth, and output of educational institutions; 

• Climate, classrooms, and diversity in educational institutions; and 

• Human and financial resources of educational institutions. 

The indicators use data from government and private sources. The book also includes overviews of 
each issue and additional tables and information for each indicator. 

To receive the complete Condition of Education, 1995, see the ordering information at the end of 
this booklet. 



Participation In center-based early childhood programs before kindergarten 

Manv earlv education experts believe that children are better prepared for school if they have 
participaK s?me high quality group care or nursery school. Students from high "^°l"ei^^^s 
were more likely to participate in center-based early childhood programs than students from more 
moderate or low income families. 

Percentage of first-graders who participated in center-based programs before 
kindergarten and length of time enrolled, by family income: 1993 
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SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education. National Center for Education Statistics. National Household Education Survey (NHES). 
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Immediate transition from high school to college 



The percentage of high school graduates enrolled in college the October following graduation is a 
leading indicator of the total proportion of that year's graduates who will ever enroll in college. 
Between 1973 and 1993, the proportion of high school graduates going directly to college increased 
from 47 to 62 percent. 

Percentage of high school graduates enrolled in college in 
the October following graduation, by family income: 1972-93 



Percent 
80 



70 
60 
50 
40 
30 
20 
10 
0 



Hi gh inco me 
Middle Income 





80 
70 
60 
50 
40 
30 
20 
10 



1972 



1975 1977 



1979 1981 



1 1 1 1 I ' I III'' 

1983 1985 1987 1989 1991 1993 



O E: Low income is the bottom 20 percent of all family incomes; high income is the top 20 percent of all family incomes; and 
E RIC le Income Is the 80 percent in-between. r; 



^lJRCE- us Depa'^'^ent of Commerce Biireati of tho Cfinsus October Current Population Surveys. 



Trends in the reading proficiency of 9-, 13-, and 17-year-oids 

A student's ability to read is essential to the educational process. If students fall behind in reading 
Drofidencv they may find it difficult to benefit from other aspects of the curriculum. In 1992 the 
ale^qe ^ proficiency score of black 1 7-year-olds was 36 scale points b^ow that of white 1 7- 
vpfr ol and was s m^ to the average proficiency scores of white 1 3-year-olds. Be^A/een 1 975 
Tnd 19^2 the gap betee^^^^^^^^^ and their black and Hispanic counterparts decreased for 

blacks at all three age levels and for Hispanic 17-year-olds. 

Average reading proficiency (scale score), by race/etlinicity and age: 1980-92 
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^* 5 In Academic Progress: Achievement of U.S. Students in acieni^e. ivov lu is, 
E RIC 2; ivnf/ng, 1984 to 1992. 1 994. 



High school mathematics and science course-taking patterns 
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Courses in mathematics and science can teacli students to use liigher level thinking skills to solve complex 
problems. These skills are considered valuable both in educational and marketplace settings. High school 
graduates in 1992 were more likely to take mathematics courses at the level of algebra 1 or higher and 
science courses at the level of biology or higher than their counterparts in 1 982. 

Percentage of high school graduates taking selected mathematics 
and science courses: 1982 and 1992 




pn ipCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, High School and Beyond Transcript 
and National Education Longitudinal Study Transcripts, 19J92. q 



Transition from high school to work 



:Srk In im 64 plem ^^^^ high school graduates not enrolled '"^^"^S^, 

Employment rates of high school students, by race/ethnicity: October 1973-93 
Recent high school graduates, High school dropouts 

not enrolled in college 
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,nF- 1 1 S Deoartment of Commerce. Bureau of Census. October Current Population Surveys. 



Activities of 1990 2-year college students 1 year later 



Following the next-year activities of 2-year college students provides an indication of how students 
are using 2-year colleges to further their educational goals. In 1990, only one-quarter of first-year 
community college students were enrolled in some form of higher education the next year. And, 
about one-fifth of second-year community college students transferred to 4-year colleges or 
universities. 

Activities of 2-year college students in October 1990 1 year later, by years 

of college completed in October 1991 



Completed 1 year of college: (October 1991) 

Four-year college student 
pursuing a bachelor's degree, 8% 



Completed 2 years of college: (October 1991) 



Four-year college student 
pursuing a bachelor's degree, 22% 



Two-year college 
student. 17% 



Other postsecondary 
student, 2% 

Nonstudenfnot in 
labor force. 6% 

Nonstudent/ 
unemployed, 12% 




Two-year college 
student, 6% 

Other postnocondary student. 3% 

Nonstudent/not in labor force. 4% 
NonstudenVunemployed. 5% 



Nonstudent/working, 56% 



NonstudentMorking, 60% 



ERiC CE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of tfie Census, Current Population Survey, October 1991 , 
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ThP nercentaae of the population completing secondary and higher education in the United States 
InH nthpr h flhfv indultri^^^^ provides an indication of the skill level of the U.S. workforce 

ifcompLefto il^^^^^^^^^^^ The educational attainment of the U.S. population .s h.gh 

compared to other large industrialized countries. 

Percentage of 25- to 34-year-oSds in large industrialized countries completing 
secondary and higher education, by sex and country: 1992 
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Welfare recipiency, by educational attainment 
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One possible benefit of the availability of free or low cost education is reduced reliance on welfare 
and public assistance programs among those who attain higher ^^f ^J^^^^"^^^^^^^^^^ 
school dropouts were three times more likely to receive income from AFDC or public assistance than 
high school graduates who did not go on to college. 

Percentage of persons 25-34 wlio received income from AFDC or public 
assistance, by years of schooling completed: 1972-92 
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Elementary and secondary school enrollment 



School enrollment is one measure of the size of the education system and of the demand for 
teachers, buildings, and other resources. From 1984 to 1994, total public school enrollment rose 13 
percent, after falling 15 percent between 1970 and 1984; public schools continue to enroll almost 9 
out of 10 children. 

Elementary and secondary enrollment, by control and level of school: Fall 1970-2005 
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SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Digest of Education Statistics. 1994, (based 
ERXC""°" Core of Data) tables 3 and 40; Projections of Edu^t^n Statistics to 2005. 1994, table 1 . 



student mobility 

Students change schools for academic, personal, and family-related reasons. Those who make 
frequent school changes can experience inappropriate placement .n a new school, lack of ^^^^^^^^ 
of lesson content, disruptions in social ties, and feelings of alienation. In general, students from low 
Tncome famines were more likely to change schools two or more times after entering first grade and 
before the middle of eighth grade than were students whose annual family income was higher. 
Percentage of 8th-graders in 1988 who changed schools between entering 1st grade and the middle 
of the 8th grade, and between the middle of the 8th grade and spring 1992 
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NOTE: Mobility measures the number of times a student changed schools, excluding changes due to single grade or level 

ERiClcE- U S Department of Education. National Center for Education Statistics. National Education Longitudinal Study of 1988. 
</par (1 9m and Second Follow-up (1992) Surveys. i rr 



Crime in the sciioois 
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In recent years, educators and policy makers have voiced growing concern about possible increases 
in the incidences of school-related criminal behavior. Victimization rates of high school seniors 
changed little between 1976 and 1993, with the exception of a slight increase in the percentage of 
students who reported being threatened both with and without a weapon. Black and white seniors 
were about equally likely to report being victimized at school, except that blacks were more likely than 
whites to have been threatened or injured with a weapon. 

Percentage of high school seniors \\ho reported being victimized at school, 
by type of victimization and race/ethnicity: 1976-93 
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i^lCE: university of Michigan. Survey Research Center. Institute for Social Research. Monitoring the Future Study. 




National indfex of public effort to fund education 
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The national index of public effort to fund education reflects monies raised to educate the average 
student relative to the taxpayer's ability to pay. The index of public effort to fund elementary and 
secondary education was 25.3 in 1993, down slightly after a 4-point increase between 1982 and 
1 992. The index of public effort to fund higher education was 21 .8 in 1 992, the lowest level since 
1930. 

National index of public effort to fund education (revenues per student in relation to 
per capita personal income), by level: Selected school years ending 1930-93 
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lysis, Economic Report to the President. February 1994, table B-114. 




Salaries of teachers 
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Teacher salaries constitute a major portion of the elementary and secondary budget, and good 
teachers are central to a high quality education system. Average teacher salaries in public schools 
were higher in 1994 than in 1960, although most of the gain since 1981 only recouped losses 
incurred during the 1970s. 

Average annual and beginning salaries (In 1994 constant dollars) 
for public school teachers: Selected school years ending 1960-94 
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Literacy of teachers 

An important issue in the education reform debate is the effect of comparatively low salaries on 
teacher quality. Prose literacy scores are one of the best available measures of verbal ability a 
factorldSied by research as being associated with teacher quality. In 1992, teachers had literacy 
skills similar to college graduates in many other occupations. 

Average prose literacy scores of full-time employed bachelor's 
degree recipients, by occupation: 1992 
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